Boating Safety and Etiquette
Produced by the Members of Lake Cumberland Boaters.com

Respect the rights of others, including anglers, swimmers, skiers, boaters, divers and others so they can enjoy their recreational activities undisturbed.

· Show consideration to all recreationists on and around the waters.

· Be courteous to other boaters while in boat ramp areas. Launch and retrieve your boat as quickly as possible.
a. Remove rear straps in staging area

b. Have gear already loaded before backing down ramp

c. If possible test fire your boat elsewhere at a water hose etc. (this is not always a option for all)

· Keep the noise down, if you enter a already occupied cove because there are no others available let the first vessel dictate the decibel level.  It is very rude to come into a small cove that others are in that is not a party cove and then blast music, park your boat next to theirs uninvited, etc.  The same for using a cove or area near homes.  There are plenty of party coves or just other empty coves to go make a party and or blast music.
· Lights - yes we are glad for you your boat has docking lights but they are DOCKING lights, they are NOT head lights.  Do not navigate by night using them or other lights.  A quick wave of a spotlight is fine to check the shoreline, debris, etc but shut it off.

· Wake (the wave effect from your boat) - Watch your wake at all times.  By law you are responsible for the effects of the wake by your boat.  This used to be hard to prove but now with instant video technology many may find themselves paying the price.
a. Wake when passing another boat, always try to pass behind them instead of crossing in front.  Your Navigation lights will also tell you that if you see their red lights they have the right of way etc.

b. When passing another boat pass as far from them as the channel allows to reduce your wake effects on them.  Most manuals state to pass as slow as possible but for most recreational boats this could cause more wake than passing on plane so know your boat and the wake it creates and make the best decision for each circumstance.

c. When passing an anchored boat stay as far from them as possible, I believe there is a law of 100' or 100 yards or something like that another boat is to keep away (unless they are coming to visit). Zipping in and out of coves that have anchored boats even on jet skis is bad form and can lead you to violations and or paying repairs to that vessel.  On Lake Cumberland MOST anchored boats are common to have swimmers, fishing lines, etc out thus it is reckless and dangerous.
· Coves (no one owns them, but there are lots of them so its not always necessary to encroach either)
a. DO NOT block the entrance of coves if you are going to tie ropes from one side to another either go far enough back in the cove where you are in the rear of the cove or tie your lines high enough that other boats can pass under them.  It is unlawful to block access to a creek or cove.
b. ?
· Trash

a. Rule of thumb, take out more than you bring in.  At the least DO NOT throw your trash in the lake.
b. Tie Down your refuse and other items so they do not end up being unwanted ornaments of the shore.  When away from your boat strap down all items.

c. Just because it sinks does not mean it is gone.

d. Most marinas will take your trash at the fuel pier as they care about the lake and would rather ensure it is disposed.

e. There are cleanup weekends at the lake. Feel free to volunteer.

· Smoking - This goes also with the Trash comments but smoking deserves it own.  Boats are FULL of gas etc. 

a. Do not smoke near boats unless it is your boat.   If YOUR boat is tied off to other boats in close proximity normally it is best to go to the bow and smoke away from the tanks and where others are normally congregated.  
b. Do not toss your butts in the lake.  They do not decompose and though small they do add up over time.  THey are also full of nasty stuff that fish and other wildlife could end up ingesting.

c. Do not smoke on someone elses boat without permission.  Normally its best to not ask and put them in that situation. 

· Fireworks

a. much like smoking.  Don't do it near other boats it can catch boats on fire, even if they go up like they are supposed to sometimes they come down and burn tops etc.

b. Secure your pets

· Be Helpful - it will make you feel good.
a. When at the ramp if someone is having trouble, instead of sitting back and taking pics or laughing offer to help them.   

b. When at the dock if you see someone coming in, offer to help catch them.  Tell them you are sure they can do it their self but it would make your day to help someone.  ;-) 

When overtaking a slower vessel in open water, do so with as much room as depth conditions allow and slow your speed, if necessary, to avoid rocking the other vessel. There is nothing worse than being below in a slow trawler or sail boat, cooking breakfast, and being suddenly overtaken in close quarters by a loud, wake-throwing, go-fast boater. Especially if the wake causes the hot bacon grease and coffee to be thrown around the galley.

It should be remembered that sometimes the boat being overtaken may need to slow its speed to accommodate the overtaking vessel. If you are proceeding at 8 knots, the passing boat can only slow to about 10 knots to still have enough speed difference to pass successfully. However, at that speed the overtaking vessel still throws an uncomfortable wake. You may need to slow to 4 knots to allow the overtaking vessel to pass at 6 knots which allows for a much smaller wake. 

If you are overtaking a vessel under sail, if possible, overtake them well to leeward or pass astern in a crossing situation, so as not to block their wind.

